
 AP® English Literature and Composition 
Course Syllabus 2021-2022 

Mrs. Emily Zorbach (B211)  emily.zorbach@hcps.org 
 
Course Description: 

The purpose of this class is to provide students with the opportunity to read, analyze research, discuss, and 
write about literature with the depth and sophistication expected in an introductory college class. This will be 
accomplished through the study of a wide range of authors and various genres, including novels, short stories, poems, 
and plays. Students will be encouraged to appreciate the beauty and artistry of literary works while developing close 
reading, critical thinking, oral communication, and writing skills.  

Student Expectations: After completing this course, students will be able to    
 

1. Analyze and interpret the writing of others, identifying an author’s use of writing strategies and techniques; 
2. Understand the textured richness and complexity of literature and the process by which a text renders meaning; 
3. Understand the relationship between literature and its historical/topical context; 
4. Write compositions, for a variety of purposes, that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with specific 

textual evidence, insightful commentary, and clear organization; 
5. Write with a distinct, appropriate style that employs effective strategies and techniques; 
6. Use a systematic planning, writing, revising, and editing sequence; 
7. Identify, understand, and employ a variety of literary terms used in the analysis of literature; 
8. Demonstrate a mastery of standard written English. 

 

Course Plan: 

 Throughout our units of study, students will engage in seminars and activities regarding a various selection of 
the following larger works.  These seminars will focus on ideas/approaches of the author, literary devices, rhetorical 
devices, and other literary concepts. College Board has created a 9 unit outline of study that convers poetry, prose, 
and long fiction/drama. Thematically, we will discuss the following stems and some (not all) of these lengthier texts:  
Search for Identity, Love, and Justice 

• Beloved and/or Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 

• Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

• Great Expectations by Charles Dickins  

• Pride and Prejudice or Emma by Jane Austen 
Good v. Evil – Deciphering Between Man and Monster 

• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

• Dracula by Bram Stoker 

• The Stranger by Albert Camus 

• Beowulf (various translations) 
Power, Manipulation, and Rebellion 

• One Who Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 

• Hamlet and/or Othello by William Shakespeare 

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
Satire & the Human Condition 

• Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

• Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 

• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

• Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

• Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

• Streetcar Named Desire/The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 
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Additional Texts: 

• DiYanni, Robert. Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, Drama and the Essay. New York: Random House, 1986. 

• DiYanni, Robert. The Essay: An Introduction. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2002.  
 
Course Plan continued… 
 Students will read and analyze poetry, essays, short fiction, and non-fiction pieces that complement the 
thematic stems of the larger works outlined in the units listed above. 
 For the purposes of this course, all students will read the same assigned works outside of class and will be 
required to share their ideas in graded seminars. Students will be required to speak analytically regarding the 
text/author’s symbolism, style, structure, etc.  Merely repeating what other students say or stating that you “agree” or 
“disagree” without further explanation will not suffice.  All participants will receive a grade reflecting the understanding 
and insight they bring to the discussion. Students will collect analytical thinking with dialectal journals for each text.  
These journals will act as great tools to stimulate discussion.  They will be collected and graded. 
  
 Each of the larger works outlined in the above units will be accompanied by the analysis of AP prompts and/or 
in-class writing assignments as well as multiple-choice items. We will use the AP Central website regularly.  
  
 Students should keep a vocabulary journal in which they log unfamiliar words encountered during their reading.  
Students are encouraged to pick words that indicate tone words as to help recognize the nuances between various 
connotations in diction. Students should also keep a running list of literary elements and devices, along with examples 
of each so they can identify these stylistic choices within a given text. 
 

Finally, keep your laptop screen “clam-shelled” or closed when not in use. We will complete a variety of 
activities in class and some, but not ALL of them will include technology. 
 
The course provides opportunities for students to develop the skills in the following skill categories: 

• Skill Category 1: Explain the function of character 

• Skill Category 2: Explain the function of setting 

• Skill Category 3: Explain the function of plot and structure 

• Skill Category 4: Explain the function of the narrator or speaker 

• Skill Category 5: Explain the function of word choice, imagery, and symbols 

• Skill Category 6: Explain the function of comparison 

• Skill Category 7: Develop textually substantiated arguments about interpretations of a portion or whole text 
 
Literary Analysis/Research Essays: 

All students will be responsible for writing at least one research essay. This paper will focus on a major theme 
and/or the style of the work. The thesis/essay must be argumentative in nature.  The paper will incorporate the 
student’s research (literary criticisms) and his/her synthesis.  A minimum of 1-2 secondary sources is required.  

 
AP Essay/Writing Assignments: 
6-5 essays = exceptional analysis 
4 essays = skilled analysis 
3 essays = proficient analysis 
2 essays = developing analysis 
1 – 0 essays = inadequate analysis 
 

AP #Score Awarded Practice & Apply 
(25 pts) P20 

Process/Formative 
(50 pts) P30 

Product/Summative 
(100 pts) P50 

6 A = 24 A = 49 A = 98 

5 A = 23 A = 47 A = 93 

4 B = 22 B = 43 B = 85 

3 C = 19 C = 38 C = 75 



2 D = 17 D = 33 D = 65 

1 E = 14 E = 28 E = 55 

0    

 

HCPS Grading Policy: 

PRODUCT (50%) 
Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 
Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 
Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 
Building Attitudes,  
Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 
students achieved specific 
learning goals, standards, and/or 
competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to students 
regarding growth towards the 
attainment of specific learning goals, 
standards and competencies? 

Does it allow students to practice skills 
and/or reinforce content learning? 

• Primarily completed in 
presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 
Examples: tests, full-process 
essays, large projects, etc. 

• Primarily completed in presence of 
teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 
Examples: On-demand writing that 
shows competency of given skill, etc.  

• Graded for completion, and 
participation. 

• Effort has been displayed to correct 
errors and clarify thinking 

Examples: drills, closures, etc. 

 
Absent Work Policy 
 All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods equal to the 
number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments without penalty. If a student is 
unlawfully absent, work will be accepted with a penalty of one letter grade off the assessed value. In the case of 
unlawful absent work, students will have ONE week from the assignment’s initial due date to complete the work and 
turn it in for partial credit.   
 
Late Work Policy 
 All assignments should be submitted on time to earn full credit. Any assignment, (product, process, or 
practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction from the grade a student earns on the 
assignment. To earn credit for late assignments, students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday 
(except for the last week of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 
assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated HAC 
update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC to include a statement about 
the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment.  
 

Grading Window  Designated HAC Update  Late Work Due Date  

GW1 - September 8- September 24  September 24  September 29  

GW2 - September 27- October 13  October 13  October 20  

GW3 - October 14- October 29  October 29  November 5 (Friday)  

GW4 - November 8- November 19  November 19  November 24  

GW5 - November 22- December 10  December 10  December 15  

GW6 - December 13- January 13  January 13  January 21 (Friday)  

GW7- January 24- February 11  February 11  February 16  

GW8 - February 14- February 25  February 25  March 2  

GW9 - February 28- March 11  March 11  March 16  

GW10 - March 14- March 25  March 25  March 31 (Thursday)  

GW11 - April 1- April 22  April 22  April 27  

GW12 - April 25- May 6  May 6  May 11  

GW13 - May 11- May 20  May 20  May 25   



 Plagiarism & Academic Integrity: 
 Cheating, copying, and plagiarism are all forms of academic dishonesty.  Cheating is any form of obtaining 
information unfairly and without authorization for a test, quiz or other graded assignment.  Copying is the use of 
another’s work with the understanding of a teacher that it is one’s own.  Unless a teacher has expressly stated in the 
assignment instructions that the task is one that is collaborative, it should be assumed that the assessment is an 
individual endeavor. Cheating, whether verbal, written, or computer generated, can involve, but is not limited to: 
copying on tests and homework, plagiarism of published works, multiple submission of work turned in for a grade by 
another student, discussion of test materials, using electronic devices to communicate contents of homework, tests, etc. 
in or outside of the school day. 
 

Technology/Cell Phone Policy: 

• Students will place their electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, listening devices, smart 

watches, laptops, and iPads), either on silent or off, in a teacher designated area as they enter each classroom. 

Teachers will review with students the specific location for each room. The devices will remain in the teacher 

designated areas unless teachers explicitly tell students to use them as a part of classroom instruction. 

• Devices will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom, office, library, etc. visits. 

• Devices will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of the class at the direction of the teacher. 

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch. Students are not permitted to 

make phone calls during school hours. 

• Students will NOT be permitted to carry their electronic devices in a book bag throughout the school day. 

*If the electronic device policy is violated, the student shall then be subject to disciplinary action up to, and including, 

confiscation of the device as well as an office referral. 

 
Digital Teaching and Learning (DTL) - Expectations and Norms  

Expectations for How to Communicate during Online Instruction 
Remember:  Human beings are on the other side of your written communication. 

✓ When communicating electronically, whether in the “chat,” through email, as part of a discussion post, in a 
shared document, or by some other method, your written words are read by real people, all deserving of 
respectful communication. 

➢ Before you press "send" or "submit," pause and ask yourself, "Would I be okay with this if someone else 
had written it?" or “Would I be okay if someone said this to or about me?”   

➢ If your teacher incorporates a discussion board into a lesson, be cautious about attempts to use humor.  
Do not write anything that could be perceived as angry or sarcastic; without hearing the tone of your 
voice or being able to see your facial expressions, your peers might not realize you are joking.  

➢ Keep your posts appropriate to the assignment, polite, and kind. 
➢ Avoid posting anything in the “chat” during a Teams meeting unless directed to do so by your teacher. 

✓ Represent yourself professionally when communicating “verbally” (i.e. discussion boards, electronic chat, 
Socratic discussions, etc.). 

➢ Know what you are talking about and state it clearly. 
➢ Be pleasant and polite. 
➢ Do not “YELL!!!” by using all caps or multiple exclamation marks, even if you disagree with what 

someone has written. 
➢ Be mindful of your use of emojis. 
➢ Check for spelling and grammar errors. 

✓ Present yourself professionally when communicating electronically. 
 

**Syllabus is subject to change.** 
 


